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head drooped in sorrow.   At that fateful moment

the son of King Draupad came up in his chariot and
saw his father lying dead near the car of Drona.
He bent his bow, and his arrow sped quickly to the
heart of the old commander, who fell dead in his
chariot. So ended the fatal day, but before the
chieftains retired to rest Karna was chosen to succeed
Drona, for the wicked war was still to be continued
when the next morning should dawn.

For a long time those who took delight in a
well-matched fight between warriors of high renown
had eagerly longed to see the meeting of Arjun and
Karna, for though the two champions had faced
each other several times something had always
happened to prevent them from engaging in an actual
fight. But now the rivals were fated to meet and to
try their skill against each other.

The succession of Karna roused the courage of
Duryodhan, who maintained his hatred with con-
sistency worthy of a better cause. With words of
praise he encouraged the new commander. " Bhisma
was a famous warrior/' he said, " but his heart was
weakened by love for Yudhishthir. Drona also was
a leader of renown, but his hand was palsied by
affection for Arjun. Now we have a leader who is
neither kith nor kin to the five tall sons of Pandu,
and all must go well with the Kuru forces.3'

Karna lost no time in arranging his men  and